THE CRIMEAN  WAR

nounccd in a pamphlet as the most dangerous opponent
to his efforts in the direction of freedom, Germany and her
affairs would attain the form which in after days was won
in fight on the battlefield by the army of King William,

Upon the question whether Palmerston or another
English minister would be inclined, arm in arm with the
' (irothaijdng' Liberals and the /w/r/A* at the Prussian
Court, to challenge Europe to an unequal war, and sacri-
fice English interests on the altar of the German efforts
for unity - or the further question as to whether England
would be in a condition to side with Prussian politics
without any other continental support than that of Prus-
sian policy guided in the Coburg direction- -no one felt
a call to think things out to their conclusion, least of
all the advocates of the very ingenious experiment.
Phrases and the readiness to take part in any folly in
the interests of the party covered all gaps in the airy
structure of the then bye-policy of the Court in sympathy
with the Western Powers. With these childish Utopias the
heads clever enough, no doubt, of the Hcthmann-Hollwcg
party played at being statesmen, believing it possible to
treat a body of sixty*six million Great-Russians as if it
were a <w//// mini it um in the future of Europe which they
could misuse aa they pleased without making it a certain
ally of every future enemy of Prussia, and without forcing
Prussia in every war with France to guard her rear in the
direction of Poland, seeing that any arrangement likely to
satisfy Poland in the provinces of Prussia and Poscn and
even in Silesia is impossible without breaking up and de-
composing of Prussia, Not only did these politicians con-
sider themselves wise, but they were honoured as such by

the Liberal press,
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